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EDITORIAL  

The efforts made over the years to encourage members to exhibit at the 
annual Show have had mixed results, but maybe there has been 
something of  a breakthrough this year. The cover pictures in this issue 
are of  plants exhibited by members who are relatively new to the show 
bench, and in each case demonstrates that getting a first does not require 
years of  experience, or unique skills, or the availability of  sophisticated 
facilities. Nor does it mean that the plant must be rare and difficult to 
grow in order to win the approval of  the judges. A well grown and well 
presented ôordinaryõ alpine can often be a winner, even in the open 
section. 
Without in any way taking away from the achievement of  the two 
exhibitors concerned, it can be said that the plants in both cases fall into 
the category of  ôeasy alpinesõ. Patricia McGeownõs lovely saxifrage grows 
happily outside and was lifted from the garden and potted up a few days 
before the Show. It got a well-deserved first in a highly competitive class 
in the intermediate section, seeing off  some excellent entries from more 
experienced exhibitors.  
The striking potful of  tulips, which got a red sticker and the Millennium 
Cup for the best plant in the novice section for Barbara OõCallaghan, 
was potted up in the autumn of  2010, and the only attention it needed 
prior to the Show was an occasional drop of  water and protection from 
molluscs once it started into growth. Also the bulbs were neither 
difficult to obtain nor very expensive. 
Congratulations to Barbara and Patricia on their achievement and for 
showing that there is no need for any member to feel that success on the 
show bench is not for them. Success, of  course, may not come at the 
first attempt, but with a little perseverance everyone can get there. 
Getting new exhibitors is vital to ensure that we can continue to mount 
an annual Show that will be up to the high standard that has been 
achieved in the past. A special initiative will be launched at the local 
show next spring to incentivize beginners, and improvers, to have a go. 
More details in the next newsletter. 
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ALPINE MISCELLANY  

In This Issue 
I suppose the summer newsletter could be described as the ôShow issueõ 
as we always include reports on the two main shows, usually those 
written by the official reporters, i.e., those appointed by Pershore to 
write the show reports for the Bulletin. This year we have two first 
timers and I think youõll agree they have done at least as good a job as 
weõve had from the old timers (including your editor) in the past. 
Sadly, we have obituaries of  two prominent members who were very 
active and supportive and were also dear friends. 
Liam Byrne, who has become a fixture in the newsletter, departs from 
his usual theme of  tips on cultivation to giving us his impressions of  the 
International Rock Garden Conference in Nottingham. 
I mentioned in the last issue that I continue to have problems in getting 
members to do reports on our meetings and asked for volunteers to go 
on a panel. The lack of  any response suggests that my problems will 
continue. I have written three of  the reports myself  for this issue 
because I forgot to ask someone to write up the local show so, my own 
fault there, I had no takers for Seamus OõBrienõs talk and the visit to the 
Blakes was too close to the print deadline. I donõt mind doing the 
reports, but I think the newsletter benefits from getting a range of  
viewpoints from members. Iõll keep trying. 
Once again I will ask any of  you who may have any suggestions for 
improving the newsletter to get in touch. As usual my contact details are 
on the back cover. 
 
Fixtures 
On Thursday, 13 October, in Stillorgan, Jim Almond will give a talk 
called ôFritillaries and other Bulbsõ. Jim is a really interesting and 
entertaining speaker as anyone who was in Termonfeckin in 2009 can 
confirm. You can be certain that you will enjoy this talk and that you will 
pick up lots of  practical information as well. 
On the following Saturday, 15 October, Jim will give a photography 
workshop at NBG, Glasnevin from 10 am until 4.30 pm. This workshop 
is aimed at the keen novice or intermediate photographer and will be 
restricted to an absolute maximum of  twenty participants. There will be 
a charge of û20 for the day, and if you want to participate you should 
get your application in quickly as places will be allocated strictly on a 
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ôfirst comeõ basis. More information on the workshop is contained in the 
booking form included in the mail-out. 
Thursday, 10 November, will see Susan Tindall in Stillorgan with a talk 
entitled ôAlpines at High and Low Altitudesõ. Susan is the proprietor of  
Timpany Nursery in Co. Down and is well known to you all. She is an 
accomplished lecturer and a very experienced grower, and, like Jim 
Almond, will deal with practical issues. 
From Friday, 18 to Sunday 20 November our 28th Alpine Weekend will 
take place at An Grianán in Termonfeckin. This year our stars are Harry 
Jans, Jim Jermyn, and Liam and Joan Mc McCaughey. You will travel far 
to get a better lineup. More information can be found in the booking 
documentation. Early booking is advised because places at this very 
popular event are open to members of  the Ulster and Cork groups also, 
and it tends to fill up quickly. 
We finish the year in Stillorgan on 8 December with our Christmas 
Miscellany, which will, like last year, continue to be plant focused. But it 
will also be a relaxed social evening and should be enjoyable. Jamie will 
be looking for contributions. 
We are just finalizing the fixtures for 2012 and we have an excellent and 
diverse list of  speakers including, in no particular order, Ian Christie, 
Mary Waldron, Christopher Grey Wilson, Deborah Begley, Keith Wiley, 
Declan Doogue, Rod Leeds, Martin Walsh, Ian Young and Carl Wright. 
This amazing array of  talent should be useful in persuading family 
members, friends and neighbours to join the Group. And what about 
giving membership as a Christmas present, a present that will last for 
twelve months, and could be an opening to a better life? 
 
Peggy Parker 
As you know at the AGM this year it was decided to confer life 
membership on Peggy who has done so much for the Group over many 
years. She was very appreciative of  this gesture. Unfortunately Peggy has 
serious mobility problems and so will not be able to attend as many of  
our meetings as she has been accustomed to do. I know we all wish her 
well and she will remain in our thoughts, especially at the Alpine 
Weekend in Termonfeckin to which she has made such a valuable 
contribution. 
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Rosemary Brown 
Rosemary, who was very prominent in Irish gardening circles in the early 
years of  the Group, died recently. Rosemary was very supportive of  us 
in those times and her help was greatly appreciated. We had a number of  
Group visits to her wonderful garden in Bray and our condolences go to 
her family. 
 
The Committee 
The Committee has suffered a huge loss with the death of  Arthur 
Dagge last January ð see page 8. Paddy Smith, who has been a very 
active member for some years, has agreed to join the Committee. Thank 
you Paddy. 
The Committee has decided to create the position of  Vice Chairman 
and Jamie Chambers has agreed to be the first. I hope he realizes whatõs 
ahead of  him. 
All the changes on the Committee will be put to the AGM for 
ratification in January. 
 
New Show Secretary 
Val Keegan, who has been Show Secretary for more years than she cares 
to remember, has decided to retire from this onerous position. Val has 
done a splendid job in this role over the years with considerable support 
from her husband, Ian, and we owe them both a considerable debt of  
gratitude. By way of  a thank you the Committee has conferred life 
membership of  the Group on them and made a small presentation to 
them after the 2011 Show. Val would have retired some years ago if  a 
suitable replacement had been available but there was never a queue of  
applicants. This is unsurprising as it is not a job to be taken on lightly. 
While there is an excellent team of  helpers to carry out various tasks on 
the day, the final responsibility for the success of  the Show rests with 
the Show Secretary.  
We are very fortunate that Michael Higgins has agreed to take on the job 
so he will be in charge from 2012 onwards. I have every confidence that 
Michael will be a worthy successor to Val and we wish him well in his 
new role. 
We have two other retirees from Show duties also, as Anne Nolan and 
Patricia McGeown, who have organized and run the ôCaf®õ for more 
than ten years, have decided to bow out. Patricia and Anne have done a 
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terrific job in what is a very important element of  Show day and in 
recognition of  their contribution, which included providing a lot of  the 
goodies at their own expense, the Committee also made a small 
presentation to them after this yearõs Show. For now, Mary OõNeill Byrne 
(bless her) has agreed to step into the breach but we would welcome 
offers from anyone who would be willing to take on the job for a few 
years. 
 
Pots 
Michael Meagher still has seven and nine cm, rigid, square, plastic pots 
for sale at ten and twenty cent each respectively. If  you want any you 
should phone Michael (01 8382368) well in advance of  any meeting and 
he will bring your order along. 

Editor  
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OBITUARIES  

Arthur Dagge  

1933 - 2011 

The shock of Arthurõs sudden death last January still resonates. He was a 
larger than life figure, generous, always in good humour and ever ready 
to lend a hand to anybody who needed it. We have lost a great colleague 
and a good friend.  
Arthur played a key role on the Committee with formal responsibility 
for public relations and the organization of  coach trips and other events, 
but he also contributed in so many other ways, putting forward excellent 

suggestions, and volunteering to 
take on many of  the tasks that 
arose from time to time. Although 
he did more than his share, he 
never complained but just got on 
with it quietly and efficiently. If  you 
wanted a job done well and on 
time, Arthur was your man.  On his 
own initiative he provided a report 
to the other members of  the 
Committee on the day after each 
function giving the number of  
attendees, the length of  the talk and 
any other details that he considered 
relevant: a very useful service. He 
has been invaluable at the weekends 
in Termonfeckin, always on the 

lookout for anything that might need attention and ensuring that the 
requirements of  the speakers were attended to. He has made an 
enormous contribution to the running of  the Group during his time on 
the Committee, and this despite the fact that he was not really a 
plantsman (Tessa is the gardener) but instead brought to our affairs a 
lifetimeõs business experience. 
Apart from the AGS, Arthur was involved in several voluntary 
organizations such as the local residentsõ association, and the lay 
committee of  his parish church. Up to his death he still played a role in 
his trade association. He had a great sense of  community responsibility 
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offering himself  as a volunteer for the Special Olympics and on the 
night he died was canvassing in the general election for the local Fine 
Gael candidates. I have no doubt that in all his voluntary efforts he was 
just as effective as he was in the AGS. 
In his private life Arthur was a devoted family man and if  we feel his 
loss so keenly we can only imagine the effect that his sudden demise had 
on Tessa and the family. Tessa has been admirable in the way in which 
she has dealt with her bereavement and our heartfelt condolences go to 
her and to the family. 

Billy Moore 

 
James Salmond Price 

1924 - 2010 
Jim Price, who was a member of  the Ulster Group for many years and a 
member of  our Group for the past few years died just after last 
Christmas. Most of  our members will have known Jim, who was very 
supportive of  the Group from the outset, and many will have been the 
recipients of  his generosity in the form of  advice and plants. Jim liked 
people and made friends easily. He had a wicked sense of  humour, 
which he employed to good effect on social occasions, and was always 
excellent company. He will be greatly missed by us all, including this 

writer and his family. 
The Ulster Group benefited 
greatly from Jimõs 
involvement over many years. 
He was a long-term member 
of  the Committee and served 
as treasurer for an age and 
also in many other capacities. 
He was a rock of  good sense 
and his wise counsel will be 
missed by the Group. 
Plants were Jimõs passion and 
he was a knowledgeable and 
skilful grower. He enjoyed 
showing, and produced many 
enviable exhibits over the 
years, winning the elusive 
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Farrer Medal at the Dublin Show in 2005. Jim was a superb judge, 
bringing total objectivity to the task. It was always instructive to walk 
around the show benches with him when the judging was over, and to 
hear his comments on some of  the decisions. If  he disagreed, he was 
usually right.  
As is true of  many gardeners Jim was generous with his plants. Merely 
to admire one of  his show plants would result in a cutting or seeds as 
appropriate, and when Jim promised someone a plant he never forgot 
that promise. Jimõs gardening activities were not confined to the AGS; he 
was a staunch supporter of  his local flower club. His own garden was a 
treasure house of  good plants, growing outside and in his alpine house 
and frame. He was never deterred from trying out a plant because of  its 
reputation for being difficult in cultivation, and so succeeded in growing 
many rarities to a high standard. 
Another great interest of Jimõs was music. He sang in the church choir 
for most of  his life and was a member of  at least one music society. He 
loved opera. 
Jim was the youngest of  a large family and was predeceased by all his 
siblings. He is sadly missed by his nieces and nephews and our 
condolences go to them and to Jimõs great friend, Michael Geraghty. 

Billy Moore 
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The Shows 

Dublin AGS Show 9 April 
Despite the very harsh winter and unprecedented low December 
temperatures across the entire island, the show benches in Cabinteely 
Community School were full of  plants of  the highest quality for the 
Dublin Show. The relatively mild spring and several days of  warm 
sunshine preceding the Show resulted in far fewer primulas, cyclamen 
and saxifrages than is usual at the early Irish show. This absence was 
compensated for by the presence of  early androsaces, lewisias and an 
unusually full Violaceae class.  
This year, Dublin was lucky to have Ray Drew, the AGS Director of  
Shows in attendance. After the main judging was completed, Ray chaired 
an AGS Judges Forum for all those involved in judging the Show. This 
exercise was invaluable for both experienced and trainee judges alike. 
Although the forum is intended to ensure consistency in decision 
making across all shows, it also sparked a lively debate on the merits of  
allowing certain plants space on the show bench ð exhibitors of  
Japanese double hepatica cultivars beware!  
As always the Dublin Show was well supported by the Ulster Group, 
with exhibitors making the early start to drive south to make the 10am 
staging deadline. Several plants required every last minute on a sunny 
windowsill to open blooms, closed after their boot-confined journey.  
One family of  plants not affected by the Ulster winter was the 
Ericaceae. George and Pat Gordon exhibited three fine pans from that 
family, two of  which deserve special note. George tells me that their 

Cassiope ôJim 
Leverõ (left) and 
Phyllodoce 
nipponica are 
grown in the 
peat garden 
throughout the 
year. This winter 
both plants were 
covered with 
almost two feet 
of  snow for 
much of  
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December, however, it is clear that neither plant was set back in any way 
as both were heavily laden with a myriad of  white bells. To keep the 
plants growing well, they are top-dressed with an ericaceous mix each 
year, and occasionally moved to other parts of  the garden to take 
advantage of  fresh growing conditions. The judges awarded the 
phyllodoce a Certificate of  Merit. 

 
There was another cassiope in pristine condition in Dublin: Susan 
Tindallõs Cassiope myosuroides (above) was deemed the best plant in the 
show. The plant is a Chinese native and extremely rare in cultivation. 
Susan has been unable as yet to propagate it, so it is safe to assume that 
to do so would be extremely difficult. The plant has been grown in an 
open position in the garden for many years and, until this year, did not 
thrive or flower well. Two years ago Susan clipped it back to remove any 
dead material and encourage fresh new growth. Evidently this is the 
secret with this plant as it was a worthy winner of  the best in show 
award, a Certificate of  Merit and the Jacki Troughton-Smith Trophy for 
best pan Ericaceae. Unfortunately the judges voted that it was not quite 
of  Farrer Medal standard and so none was awarded. Susan also won the 
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Margaret Orsi Bowl for best plant from North America for a specimen 
of  Anemonella thalictroides ôOscar Schoafõ in perfect condition.  
As in many Dublin Shows past, Liam Byrne won the ACC Cup for the 
most first prize points in the open section. Yet again, the importance of  
Liamõs contribution to the Show cannot be over emphasized. Once more 
he exhibited a full car load of  absolutely top quality alpines. Two of  

Liamõs plants were especially 
noteworthy: Shortia 
soldanelloides var. intercedens 
(left) and Cheilanthes eatonii. 
The shortia was in excellent 
condition and narrowly 
missed out on several of  the 
main awards. The fern, 
shown in the 19cm section, 
was a flawless example of  a 
very difficult plant to grow 
to show standard.  

Not all the top awards were destined for local homes. Ian Leslie from 
North Wales brought some very fine plants across the Irish Sea for the 
Show. Ianõs 19cm pan of Clematis tenuifolia ôYlvaõ (below) was in 

absolutely perfect condition on 
the day. Ian grows this plant in 
his alpine house, and this six-
year-old specimen was a self-
sown seedling in the sand in 
which its parent was plunged. 
Ian was awarded a Certificate 
of  Merit for the very unusual 
and slow-growing Saxifraga aff. 
karadzicensis. It prefers an 
alkaline compost and, given 
the right conditions, this very 

small alpine produces an impressive display. Ian also won The Ulster 
Group Trophy for three pans raised from seed in the 19cm section.  
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Billy Moore was awarded 
an AGS Medal for the 
19cm six-pan class in the 
open section and a 
Certificate of  Merit for a 
plant described as an ôold 
friendõ during the awards 
presentation ð a very 
distinguished Gypsophila 
aretioides (left) that has 
attained such a size that it 
required a pot to be hand-

made especially to accommodate it. Billy also exhibited another loyal 
companion ð a Saxifraga stribyrni that won a Farrer Medal more than ten 
years ago and is now approximately twenty years old, and a fine addition 
to the show bench.  
This reporter won the Barney Johnson Trophy for most first prize 
points in the intermediate section and the Waverly Trophy for the best 

plant in the same 
section for a small 
but well flowered 
specimen of  
Androsace vandellii 
(left). The same plant 
was also awarded the 
David Shackleton 
Trophy for the best 
pan Primulaceae.  
Jimmy Lott won the 
Termonfeckin 

Trophy for the most first prize points in the novice section and the 
Brian Wood Trophy for one pan raised from seed for a fine Draba 
brunifolia ssp. olympica. Barbara OõCallaghan won the Millennium Cup for 
the best plant in the novice section for a very well presented pan of  
Tulipa humilis (see back cover).  
There was a very impressive photographic display in the artistic section. 
The top awards went to Jon Evans from Farnham, England, and Maeve 


